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Author Instructions 
 
General Guidelines 
 
The Royal Studies Journal (RSJ) is an online and fully open access publication which 
adheres to the highest standards of academic double blind peer-review. It provides a truly 
international and inter-disciplinary forum for scholars whose research is connected to 
monarchy in any aspect, period or geographical setting. 
 
Excluding book reviews, articles should have an optimal length of 6,000–10,000 words 
including notes and a bibliography. Maximum length is subject to negotiation, but should 
not normally exceed 20,000 words including notes and bibliography. Shorter items, 
conference reports and notices may be sent to the journal for inclusion in the journal’s 
accompanying blog. 
 
An abstract of 150–250 words must be provided and should appear at the head of the 
text under the article’s title, with four to six keywords. The abstract should summarise 
the principal aims and research questions of the article. This will appear on the journal’s 
website. 
 
We review in a system of double-blind peer review: You will not know the identity of the 
person reviewing your article and the reviewer will not know yours. Please remove any 
identifying markers from the manuscript. Self-quoting is best avoided, and the author 
should be always referred in the third person. 
  
Style Guide 
 
RSJ follows broadly the Modern Humanities Research Association Style Guide (at 
http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Books/StyleGuide/StyleGuideV3_1.pdf ), but 
please note the following distinctions and addenda. 
 
Layout  
 
Articles should be typed in double-spacing using Garamond font size 12 throughout and 
left justified. Page numbers must be provided and be placed in the upper right hand 
corner. Quotations of more than fifty words should be indented left (1.00cm) and right 
(1.00cm) on a separate line, without quotation marks. Single spacing will be applied and 
the typeset should be in Garamond font size 10. 
 
Articles may be divided into sections, using either Roman numerals (I, II, III) or sub-
headings (marked by increased spacing). There should be no more than six sections 
within one article.  
 
Italics may be used for terms in a foreign language, book or journal titles and other 
writings, titles of films, musical compositions and works of art, and titles of exhibitions. 
However, Italics should not be used for quotations. The abbreviation for circa (‘c.’), 
should be italicised, e.g. c.1485–c.1509. 
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Languages 
 
The readership of RSJ is international and articles will be published preferably in English, 
but we also accept articles in Spanish, Portuguese, French, and German. Alternative 
spellings, such as British to American or Brazilian to European Portuguese, are accepted. 
RSJ encourages standard double quotes (“ ”) but alternative styles are welcome. Different 
quotation marks must be used for quotations within quotations. Quotation styles as well 
as national spellings should be consistent throughout the article.  
 
In English, titles and dignities should be capitalised: when appearing at full or 
immediately preceding a name, or when used specifically, but not otherwise (e. g. Matilda 
Plantagenet, a princess, married Duke Henry the Lion in 1168); after a first full reference, 
or with such reference understood, with a specific application to an individual (e. g. By 
that time the Duke was a territorial prince ruling over Saxony and Bavaria); and when 
using a word or phrase as substitute for, or an extension of, a personal name (e. g. the 
Iron Duke; Alfred the Great). The word “court” can appear in both upper and lower 
case providing the context is clear. 
 
According to established practice, accents are required for upper-case letters in Spanish 
and in Portuguese but not in French. It is left to the author whether to adopt the new 
Portuguese orthography. In articles in German, names are capitalised but adjectives 
referring to places are not (e. g. “ein deutsches Buch”).  
 
Foreign names should not be anglicised (e. g. King João I, not King John I). 
 
Quotations and inserts 
 
Abbreviations and contractions may be extended. Letters or words inserted into a 
manuscript quotation should be placed within square brackets ([ ]). Quotations from 
foreign sources should be given in the original language first, followed by a translation in 
the language of the article. Ellipses within the body of a quotation should be separated by 
three dots with a fixed space on either side of the quotation, thus: ... . 
 
Dates and numbers 
 
Dates within the body of the text should be set out as 1 January 2014, but may be 
abbreviated to 1 Jan. 2014 in footnotes. Centuries should be spelled out in full, for 
instance, “the seventeenth century” (not “17th century”). Year ranges may be shortened 
within the body of the article, such as 1625–69, except for dates within the article’s title. 
Times should be consistent and appear in either the form 3.00am or 3 o’clock.  
 
All numbers below 100 should be spelled out, but 100 and above should be in figures. 
Words may be used to indicate a person’s age, or a group of numbers, for instance forty 
years or a group of ten thousand people. Figures should be used for percentages, 
measurements and money.  
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Visual Aids  
 
Maps, tables, images or photographs accompanying the article must be submitted 
separately from it as free-standing files and labelled consecutively (such as Table 1, or 
Figure 1 for images). A short descriptive caption must be inserted in the article near the 
appropriate location of each visual aid, and include the following: Name of the 
artist/maker (when known), title (italicised), date, material, size. City, collection, 
manuscript collocation/inventory number, folia range. 
 

E. g. Fig. 1. Bramimonde before Charlemagne at Saragossa, last quarter of the twelfth 
century, parchment, 207 x 147 mm. Heidelberg, Universitätsbibliothek, Codex 
Palatinus Germanicus 112, 123 fols, fol. 117r. 

 
Images should be submitted as .tif files. Colour images should be at least 300 dpi (dots 
per inch), halftones should be between 350-400 dpi, simple line should be 800 dpi, and 
fine line images at 1200 dpi. Please ensure that files are of suitable quality for publication. 
Authors are required to obtain permission to reproduce previously copyrighted materials 
from other sources in both print and electronic form and pay for any fees associated with 
their use.  
 
Footnotes and referencing 
 
All references must be footnotes (not endnotes or in-text citations). Footnotes are set 
after the adjacent punctuation (e. g. after a comma or a full stop). Footnotes are 
numbered consecutively and appear at the bottom of each page. Subsequent references 
should be abbreviated in the format Hillyer, “Words, Things and Names”, 35. Titles 
must be abbreviated accordingly, instead of using ibid. and op. cit.. 
 
Unpublished primary sources: 
 
Archival sources when first referenced should be given in full, e.g. The National 
Archives. For subsequent reference abbreviate, e.g. TNA.  
 
Secondary sources: 
 
Author names should be typed as initials, except for surnames, and capitals should be 
used for major words in English titles. Titles in Romance languages should be written as 
sentences. The place of publication should be followed by a comma and the year of 
publication. 
 
Referencing examples: 
 
Edited Primary Sources 
 
Annales et notae Sancti Blasii Brunsvicensis, ed. Georg Waitz, Monumenta Germaniae Historica. 
Scriptores (Hannover: Hahnsche Buchhandlung, 1879), vol. 24, 823–827. 
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Gesta Regis Henrici Secundi Benedicti abbatis, ed. William Stubbs, Rerum Brittanicarum Medii 
Aevi Scriptores, or Chronicles and Memorials of Great Brittain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, 2 
vols. (London: Longman, 1867), vol. 1, 26. 
 
Livres des miracles de Saint Gilles (Liber miraculorum sancti Egidii). La vie d’un sanctuaire de 
pèlerinage au XIIe siècle, ed. Marcel Girault et al. (Orléans: Paradigme, 2007), 33–34. 
 
Authored Books 
 
Tom McArthur, Worlds of Reference: Lexicography, Learning and Language from the Clay Tablet to 
the Computer (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), 59. 

 
Approaches to Teaching Voltaire’s ‘Candide’, ed. R. Waldinger (New York: Modern Language 
Association of America, 1987), 3. 
 
Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. Joseph R. Strayer et al., 13 vols. (New York: Scribner, 
1982–89), vol. 6 (1985), 26. 
 
Chapters or Articles in Books 
 
Martin Elsky, “Words, Things, and Names: Jonson’s Poetry and Philosophical 
Grammar”, in Classic and Cavalier: Essays on Jonson and the Sons of Ben, eds. Claude J. 
Summers and Ted-Larry Pebworth (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1982), 
31–55 (41). 
 
Journal Articles 
 
Richard Hillyer, “In More than Name Only: Jonson’s ‘To Sir Horace Vere’”, MLR, vol. 
85 (1990), 1–11 (8). 
 
Theses and Dissertations 
 
Edmund Wright, “Royal Finance in the Latter Half of the Reign of Henry IV of 
England” (Oxford: University of Oxford D.Phil. thesis, 1984). 
 
Newspapers 
 
Kevin McKenna, “It’s Time for Scotland to Bring Out Her Dead”, The Guardian, 17 
February 2013, section Comment, 15. 
 
On-line Sources 
 
David Crook, “Hunter, Joseph (1783–1861)”, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 
<http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/14225> [accessed 21 December 2013]. 


